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DEFINING MODERN TERRORISM
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A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE?

“One man’s terrorist is another 
man’s freedom fighter.” - cliché

Luis Posada Carriles
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WHY DEFINE TERRORISM?
• Criminalize offensive conduct
• Identify applicable investigative tools
• Authorize intelligence gathering
• Identify and target terrorists
• Allocate resources
• Determine jurisdiction
• Authorize military response (if required)
• International/interagency cooperation
• Adapt strategies and tactics


